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Stereotypes about self and other (friend-enemy) among
a sample of Egyptian university students during the
Israeli war on the Palestinians in Gaza (October 7, 2023)

Dr. Taha A. Al-Mestikawy
Professor of Psychology, Faculty of Arts, Assiut University

Abstract:

The aim of this research was to determine the extent to which
the study sample viewed each of the 12 groups (Gazais, Saudis,
Emiratis, Kuwaitis, Qataris, Syrians, Libyans, Israelis, Americans,
British, French, and Russians) as a friendly, or enemy group during
Israel's war on the Gaza Strip (2023-2025). The stereotypes about both
the self and the other (friend - enemy) during this war are identified,
and the main sources from which the sample members draw stereotypes
about the self and stereotypes about the other (friend - enemy) are
identified. The sample consisted of (703) male and female students
from six Egyptian universities: Assiut, Kafr EI-Sheikh, Fayoum, New
Valley, Port Said, and Tanta Universities. with an average age of (20.59
SD 1.48). The results including that the study sample viewed each of
the Arab groups, as representing the friendly other of the Egyptians, and
viewed the Russians as the neutral other, while the enemy other was the
Israelis, Americans, British, and French. Another finding is that the
self-image as perceived by the study sample consists of a set of positive
stereotypes in all its components. And the image of each Arab group
consists of a set of positive stereotypes in all its components, the image
of the neutral other (the Russians) also consists of a set of positive
stereotypes in all its components. And the results showed that the
images of the Israeli, American, and British consist of a set of negative
stereotypes in all their components, while the image of the French
contains a set of negative stereotypes in the vast majority of its
components. The results also showed that the Egyptian university
students, had formed the features of the image of self and the image of
the other (friend - enemy) during the period of the Israeli war on the
Gaza Strip, from the social media; as these media came in first place for
each national group, followed by the use of television channels. The
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results were interpreted within the framework of realistic conflict
theory.

Keywords: Auto-Stereotypes — Hetro-Stereotypes - Israel's war on

Gaza Strip (October 2023) - Social media - Realistic
conflict theory.
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