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Sexual harassment experiences in the workplace among
Saudi women workers in the public and private sectors and
their relation to the PTSD

Abstract

The research aims to: (1) identify the prevalence of sexual
harassment experiences among Saudi female workers, (2) study the
experiences according to the difference of work, income, age and
education, and (3) identify the most common forms of sexual
harassment experiences and the relationship between them and the
PTSD. The sample consisted of (2426) female workers. The results
showed that the rate of sexual harassment was 23.5%, meaning that a
quarter of the sample was harassed. Unwanted sexual attention was
ranked first, followed by gender harassment, and finally, sexual
coercion.

With regard to the sectors of employment that are most vulnerable
to harassment, the media sector came in first, the commercial sector
second, the banking sector third, the health sector fourth, the
municipal and charitable services sector fifth, ministries, higher
committees, and Shura Council sixth, and lastly, the education sector.
It was found that the higher the level of income, age and education,
the lower the level of sexual harassment experiences. It was also
found that the higher the level of sexual harassment experiences, the
higher the PTSD, and that the PTSD can be predicted from the
experiences of sexual harassment.

Key Words:
Gender, Trauma, Organizations, Gender harassment, Sexual coercion,
Unwanted sexual attention, Violence against woman.
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